Articulatory classification.  There are three important articulatory dimensions for describing vowel quality:

(1) tongue height: the closeness of the highest part of the body of the tongue (not including tip and blade) to the roof of the mouth:  

CLOSE (HIGH) – OPEN (LOW)

(2) tongue location: whether the highest part of the body of the tongue is towards the front (palatal region) or back (velar region) of the mouth:

FRONT – BACK 

(3) lip posture: whether the lips are rounded or not:

ROUNDED – UNROUNDED

