Phonetic description

Phonetic description is concerned with the form of speech sounds

1) Articulatory features  - nasal, bilabial, voiced

2) Auditory features – sibilant, fricative, plosive

· Consonant labels use a mix of terminology

· Vowel labels seem to use articulatory terminology but really refer to auditory qualities

· Phonetic features can describe sounds in any language and at any stage of language

