Contrast

 2 sounds contrast if exchanging one for another in a word changes the meaning e.g. coat – goat

· The sounds that are swapped must be in the same position

· The other sounds in the word must be the same

/k/ and /g/ are said to be in contrast or opposition
There is a phonemic difference between /k/ and /g/

Pairs of words like coat and goat are called minimal pairs
· Voicing is contrastive (coat and goat)

· POA is contrastive (torn and corn)

· MOA is contrastive (sin and tin)

(cp vowels)

More than one feature may also be involved in a contrast (man and ran)

