Coarticulation

In speech ‘discrete’ sounds become fused together as

· Articulatory gestures overlap in time (e.g. mat)

· Phonetic features spread from one segment to another (e.g. dogs)

Direction

The direction of coarticulation can be:

Anticipatory (RtoL)
seg 1 is influenced by seg 2

Perseverative (LtoR) seg 1 influences seg 2

Coarticulation is:

· Usually obligatory (not optional)

· Often universal (many languages have the same processes)…

· …but sometimes language specific

