Phonemes

· A phoneme is the smallest linguistically significant unit of speech

· Phonemes are in contrastive distribution (occur in same environment and make a meaning difference)

· Minimal pairs demonstrate the phonemic status of sounds (((((/ vs. /(((( (
Allophones

· Allophones are the concrete forms of phonemes

· We speak in allophones but the brain chooses to perceive these as phonemes

· Each phoneme takes several forms depending on the context

· Exchanging one allophone for another of the same phoneme will not make a meaning difference

· Allophones of the same phoneme are in complementary distribution (where one occurs another does not) 

Free variation

· In certain limited circumstances speakers may chose which allophone of a phoneme to use

· There choice may be idiosyncratic or to do with stylistic variation

· e.g. [((((]
[(((((]
[((((]

