Assimilation (Handout 22)

· Segments become more similar (in V/P/M) to an adjacent segment

· May be anticipatory or perseverative

· This is like coarticulation but more extreme 

· Differences between assimilation and coarticulation:

· Assimilation is optional; coarticulation is mechanical

· Assimilation usually occurs across word or morpheme boundaries; coarticulation occurs within the word

· Assimilation results in a sound that is more like another phoneme; coarticulation results in an allophone of the same phoneme

· Assimilation has the potential to change meaning; coarticulation never changes meaning

