Complimentary Distribution

· The relationship between two sounds that never occur in the same environment

· Clear /l/ always occurs before a vowel, dark /l/ never does

· /h/ occurs at syllable start, ((( never does

· If the two sounds in complementary distribution are also phonetically similar they are likely to be allophones of the same phoneme

· Complimentary distribution is governed by coarticulation (and phonological patterning) e.g.

· (((( before dentals

· (((( before nasals

· (((( after laterals

