Liaison

a. Consider the following:  Red, pram, hungry, arrive

In which syllable position is /r/? Do we pronounce it?

b. Consider: Air, horse, thirsty, poor
Where is the /r/ orthographically? Do we pronounce it?

Rhoticity

· Non-rhotic accents do not produce /r/ syllable finally (only before a vowel) (Most of England, Wales, Oz, NZ)

· Rhotic accents produce r in both onset and coda position (Scotland, Ireland, Canada, Most of USA)

3.2 Linking /r/

Non-rhotic accents do not produce an /r/ when words such as the following are spoken in isolation: More, far, treasure and fire
Activity 4

Is an /r/ pronounced in the following?

More or less

far out
treasure island
fire engine

· In these cases most non-rhotic speakers will insert an /r/ even though they wouldn’t do so in citation form (as /r/ now occurs before a vowel).

3.3 Intrusive r

· Intrusive /r/, like linking /r/, also involves the insertion of /r/ between words.  The difference between them is that for intrusive /r/ there is no <r> in the spelling

· Consider: thaw overnight
 pizza express

spa attendant

· These words (thaw, pizza, spa) have no <r> in the spelling but non-rhotic speakers often produce /r/ in examples such as those above.  Rhotic speakers never do

3.4 Rule for /r/ liaison in non-rhotic accents of English

 Insert /r/ between a word ending with a non high vowel (/(: (: (: (/ or a centring diphthong) and another word beginning with a vowel

